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«International Centre of the Roerichs»



•	Special	consultative	status	with	UN	ECOSOC

•	Associate	member	with	UN	DPI

•	Associate	member	with	INTO

•	Institutional	member	of	International	Council	of	Museums	(ICOM)

•	Member	of	pan-European	Federation	for	Cultural	Heritage	EUROPA	NOSTRA



«Each	of	us	four	has	accumulated	great	knowledge	and	experience	in	his	field.	But	who	have	we	been	working	
for?	Or	have	we	been	working	for	strangers?	Needless	to	say	that	we	have	come	across	happy	events,	difficulties	
and	dangers	working	for	our	Russian	nation.	We	managed	to	bring	the	true	understanding	of	Russian	quest	
and	achievements	to	many	fields.	We	have	never	deviated	from	Russian	ways.	Only	Russians	can	follow	our	
Asian	paths».

 Nicholas Roerich, essay «Quarter of a Century»

The Roerichs. Their names are written in golden letters in chronicles of world and Russian culture. Nicholas, 
Helena Roerich and their sons George and Svetoslav.

Each of them made his unique mark in cultural space of our planet. An unusual harmony of this great family, 
which was an example of spiritual and creative unity, where each member was irreplaceable, unique and highly 
gifted, amazes and fascinates.

Evaluating their creative work and life path from an ordinary point of view would mean the abscense of 
understanding of the sense of activity of these cultural luminaries.

The Roerichs’ empire, Empire of Beauty and Knowledge will remain a moral summit, which people will seek in 
their quest for eternal Verity, for a long time.

Nicholas	Roerich	
(1874–1947)

Helena	Roerich	
(1879–1955)

George	Roerich	
(1902–1960)

Svetoslav	Roerich	
(1904–1993)



Conditions	for	transfer	of	the	Roerichs	heritage

«I	am	absolutely	convinced	that	the	Centre-Museum	may	be	located	only	in	Moscow	<...>.

You	are	interested	in	my	opinion	on	the	probable	director	of	the	Centre.	For	my	part,	I	see	only	one	perfect	candidate	for	this	post	–	
Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova,	writer	and	specialist	in	Indian	culture,	whom	I	know	very	well.	She	is	a	man	of	action,	who	has	been	occupied	with	
these	challenges	for	a	long	time	<...>.

Subordination	to	the	Ministry	of	Culture,	and	especially	to	the	Museum	of	Oriental	Art,	in	my	opinion,	would	lead	to	an	unjustified	and	
deliberate	narrowing	of	the	Centre’s	challenges	and	potential.	To	my	mind,	the	Centre	should	have	a	considerable	autonomy,	flexibility,	and	
the	ability	to	bypass	bureaucratic	barriers,	using	new,	innovative	approaches,	and	gaining	direct	access	to	the	international	community	<...>.

The	essence	of	the	idea	of	Centre-Museum	creation	lies	in	the	fact	that	it	may	function	optimally	in	the	status	of	non-governmental	organi-
zation	<...>».

Svetoslav Roerich. We Cannot Linger!  “Sovetskaya Kultura” Newspaper, July 29th, 1989 



The	USSR	Council	of	Ministers	Resolution

The	USSR	Council	of	Ministers	Resolution	№	950	dated	4	
November	1989	«On	The	Soviet	Roerich	Foundation	And	
The	Centre-Museum	Named	After	N.K.	Roerich»

«2. To accept the proposal from S.N. Roerich and the founding member organizations 
of the Soviet Roerich Foundation to create a Centre-Museum named after N.K. Roerich 
as the main basis for the scientific, educational and cultural activities of the Foundation.  
<...>.

4. To relief: organizations and enterprises of the Soviet Roerich Foundation from taxes, 
duties and other fees;»



Meeting	in	Kremlin	in	1989

A well-known Russian painter, thinker and 
Indian public figure Svetoslav Roerich met with 
country leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

Svetoslav Roerich arrived in the USSR at the 
invitation of Mikhail Gorbachev on the occa-
sion of establishment of non-governmental 
Centre-Museum named after Nicholas Roerich 
in Moscow.

He expressed sincere appreciation to Mikhail 
Gorbachev for his support and assistance in 
establishment of the Centre-Museum named 
after Nicholas Roerich in Moscow and issue of 
The USSR Council of Ministers Resolution № 
950 dated 4 November 1989

Svetoslav	Roerich	at	the	meeting	with	Mikhail	Gorbachev



«In accordance with the USSR Council of Ministers Resolution №950 dated 4 November 
1989 «On the Soviet Roerich Foundation and The Centre-Museum Named After N.K. 
Roerich,» which requested executive committee of Moscow Soviet together with initiating 
bodies to look into the question of housing Centre-Museum named after Nicholas Roerich 
in Moscow and providing of office premises to administrative board of the Soviet Roerichs 
Foundation, the executive committee of Moscow Soviet decided to:

1. Provide architectural monument the Lopoukhins’ estate (Marks-Engels street, 3/5) 
including the main building, office wing and fence with gates, with a total area of 1900 sq. m. 
including adjacent area within the site border <…>.

3. Accept the offer of the USSR Ministry of Heavy Engineering Industry, which states that 
the ministry will completely renovate the main building at its own expense by means of a 
Chinese restoration company within 1990 and later will gratuitously sign the building off 
to the Administration for State control over preservation and use of historical and cultural 
monuments in Moscow (Moscow ASC PUM)».

«I	personally	chose	the	former	estate	of	
princess	Lopoukhina	near	Pushkin	Museum	
in	Volkhonka	Street	for	the	future	Centre-
Museum	of	Nicholas	Roerich.	Atmosphere	
of	this	perfect	part	of	old	Moscow	is	full	of	
spirituality	and	beauty».

Extract from the interview with Svetoslav 
Roerich “Let’s strive for Beauty”. Soviet Culture, 

23 November 1989

Decision	of	the	Moscow	
City	Executive	Committee	№	2248	dated	28	November	1989	



Moscow	Government	Plan	on	reconstruction	and	renovation	of	buildings	in	order	to	fit	the	
Lopoukhins’	estate	for	the	non-governmental	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich,	1990

«Assignment to design a plan on 
reconstruction and renovation of buildings 
in order to fit the Lopoukhins’ estate at the 
address 3/5, Marks-Engels Street, for the non-
governmental Museum named after Nicholas 
Roerich <…>. 

1.8. Instructions on provision of start-up 
facilities listed below:

1st start-up facility – the Main building 
including utility systems and engineering 
constructions.

2nd start-up facility - office wing, fence with 
gates and barn, which is subject to renovation 
and fitting for the needs of the Centre, site 
improvement in its entirety».



Common	statement	of	Svetoslav	Roerich	and	Soviet	Roerich	Foundation	
at	press	conference	in	Moscow,	23	November	1989

«3. Neither Roerich Foundation nor Centre-Museum 
named after Nicholas Roerich lay claim to the collections 
of paintings by Svetoslav and Nicholas Roerich or to 
the exhibits owned by Soviet museums and art-galleries. 
Exhibition of paintings by Nicholas and Svetoslav 
Roerich made by Svetoslav Roerich, which he brought 
from India in 1978 and which is still in the USSR and is 
owned by Svetoslav Roerich, is not among collections and 
exhibits mentioned above».



Svetoslav	Roerich’s	appeal	to	members	of	the	Board	of	SRF,	25	November	1989

«Furthermore, it is necessary to be very careful with disposal of 
the heritage.

A lot of people and organizations will be constantly asking 
and claiming to give them some parts of the heritage. In doing 
so they will refer to some promises given to them or they will 
think that they are the only ones able to dispose of the property 
in the best way. However, we must be firm and strive for 
preservation of the wholeness of the heritage. Everyone should 
have equal opportunities to work with the heritage».



Svetoslav	Roerich’s	will	considering	the	Roerichs’	heritage	handed	over	to	SRF

Л.В.	Шапошникова	и	С.Н.	Рерих

«1. The belongings of my father, mother and 
brother have been preserved by me. My father, 
who was a Philosopher, Archiologist and Artist 
has left important collections and they have 
been in my possession in India all these years 
and I have absolute right of ownership and title 
to these belongings and to dispose of them or 
deal with them in any manner I deem fit  <...>.

3. Out of my collections and other belongings, I 
wish to hand over to the SOVIET ROERICHS 
FOUNDATION, the 288 paintings - my father’s 
(125) and mine (163) which are already with the 
Ministry of Culture of the USSR.  <...>.

5. ...I have absolute right of ownership over the 
properties mentioned in ANNEXURES during 
my lifetime and I reserve my right to take back 
any articles of my choice at any time from 
the SOVIET ROERICHS FOUNDATION and 
that all the items listed in the ANNEXURES 
shall remain with the SOVIET ROERICHS 
FOUNDATION and after my lifetime it shall 
belong absolutely to the SOVIET ROERICHS 
FOUNDATION».

Extract from Svetoslav Roerich’s will dated 19 
March 1990



Extract	from	Svetoslav	Roerich’s	appeal	to	the	Mayor	of	the	City	of	Moscow

«In 1990 being the Honorary President of the 
International Centre of the Roerichs (ICR; 
the former Soviet Roerich Foundation), I 
transferred my parents’ heritage to it.

The former president of the USSR Mikhail 
Gorbachev promised me to support providing 
of the renovated Lopoukhins’ estate for 
storage and exhibition of my parents’ heritage, 
which was confirmed by the USSR Council 
of Ministers Resolution and by executive 
committee of Moscow Soviet <…>.

Unfortunately, these promises have not been 
fulfilled and through no fault of ICR, the 
restoration work is very slow and is not going 
to be finished in the nearest future, which is 
deeply troubling <…>.  

<…> Personally, I would like to ask you to 
render assistance in transfer of the Lopoukhins’ 
estate (3/5, Marks-Engels Street) under 
subordination of the International Centre of 
the Roerichs or to long-term lease with right 
to sub-demise».



Extract	from	Svetoslav	Roerich’s	appeal	to	Roerich	Communities	
of	Russia	and	other	independent	States

«The International Centre of the Roerichs established on my 
initiative and whose Honorary President I became, now can be 
considered as an organization through which I can communicate 
and cooperate with Roerich Communities <...>.

It is necessary to point out that Madame Shaposhnikova strictly 
follows my instructions on use and storage of my parents’ archive.  
I, being the heir and the donor, consider any other offers concerning 
this subject to be unacceptable.

Establishment of the International Centre of the Roerichs 
encourages moral revival of the nation, broad cooperation of 
different peoples as well as collecting and research of the rich 
heritage of the Roerichs’ family.

I would like to wish all of you success in your noble work important 
for culture of our Motherland. Hold the banner of the Teaching 
and our Masters high; do not let anyone use it for wrong purposes. 
Protect the International Centre of the Roerichs, help its members 
do not let anyone disturb its work. Good luck. Move forward 
without any fear. 

May your hearts be pure and thoughts noble. Remember that 
destiny of Russia is in your hands. Let there be Light!»

Sincerely yours, Svetoslav ROERICH  
26 April 1996 Bangalore, India



Extract	from	Svetoslav	Roerich’s	appeal	to	President	of		the	Russian	Federation	Boris	Yeltsin

«During these time, which is tough for my 
Motherland, the Centre is facing difficulties 
disturbing its broad cultural activity, which it has 
been carrying out for 2 years already, using my 
parents’ heritage transferred to it in 1990.

I ask you, Mr. Yeltsin to render assistance in transfer 
of the building, which was provided for the Museum 
named after Nicholas Roerich (the Lopoukhins’ 
estate), under subordination of  my Centre. Aware of 
difficult situation in Russia, I, nevertheless, hope that 
Russian Government would support the Centre.

Besides, I would like to draw your attention to 
the following fact. In 1990, along with the rest of 
the heritage, I transferred a large exhibition of my 
father’s paintings and of my paintings (286), which 
has been kept under the responsibility of the USSR 
Ministry of Culture for a long time. These days, the 
State Museum of Oriental Arts illegally withholds 
this exhibition. I respectfully request that you 
provide its transfer to the International Centre of the 
Roerichs».

Dr. Svetoslav Roerich  
26 April 1992



Transfer	of	title	to	the	heritage	to	the	International	Centre	of	the	Roerichs

Meeting	of	Svetoslav	Roerich	with	Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova

«I, Dr. Svetoslav Roerich, residing at the Tataguni Estate, 
Kanapura Road, Bangalore, Karnataka, South India, 
Honorary President of the International Centre of Roerichs 
in Moscow, having transferred to the Soviet Roerich Fund 
in 1990 the heritage of my parents N.K. and E.I. Roerichs, 
acknowledge that the International Centre of the Roerichs, 
founded on my initiative is the assignee of the Soviet Roerich 
Fund».

22 October 1992  
Bangalore (India)



Opinion	of	Senior	Advocate	of	Supreme	Court	of	India	Jitendra	Sharma

«...the document of 22nd October, 1992 is an assignment as it transfers possession and 
gives the right to possession of the paintings to the International Roerich Centre in 
place of Soviet Roerich Foundation <...>.

The document executed by Dr. Roerich on 22nd October, 1992 is a deed of assignment 
in favour of the International Roerich Centre».

26 May 2004



Restoration	of	ancient	Lopoukhins’	estate	XVII–XIX	century

Fragment	of	Museum	hall	
interior	after	restoration Grand	staircase	before	and	after	restoration



Certificate	of	gratitude	
of	the	Ministry	

of	Culture	of	the	
Russian	Federation	

for	Contribution	
to	preservation	

and	restoration	of	
monuments	of	Russian	

estate	culture.	2007

«Cultural	Heritage»	Award	of	
National	Foundation	«Revival	
of	Russian	estate».	2007

Restoration	of	ancient	Lopoukhins’	estate	XVII–XIX	century

Main	building	of	the	Lopoukhins’	estate	(Museum	named	after	
Nicholas	Roerich)	before	and	after	restoration



Main	building	of	the	Lopoukhins’	
estate	(“The	Red	Porch”)	

before	and	after	restoration

Restoration	of	ancient	Lopoukhins’	estate	XVII–XIX	century

Diploma	of	the	
participant	of	
International	Exhibition	
«DENKMAL».		
Leipzig,	Germany.	2010

In	June	2010	for	her	selfless	
work	aimed	at	preservation	

of	the	Lopoukhins’	estate,	
Director	General	of	

the	Museum	Lyudmila	
Shaposhnikova	was	given	the	

European	Union	award	for	
the	preservation	of	cultural	

heritage	«EUROPA	NOSTRA»		



Inauguration	of	the	permanent	exposition	of	the	non-governmental	Museum		
named	after	Nicholas	Roerich,	1997

«Even	during	restoration	great	scientific	and	cultural	work	
was	being	carried	out	here.	Exhibitions	were	inaugurated,	
lectures	were	held	and	Optical	Theatre	was	working.	I	
wish	that	courses	on	how	to	work	without	budget	for	other	
cultural	and	artistic	workers	were	opened	here».

Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation  
Madame Dementieva. 9 October 1997

«We	are	having	a	holiday	today.	We	are	celebrating	
the	birthday	of	the	Museum.	It	is	a	unique	event.	I	do	
not	remember	one	comparable.	When	the	Museum	was	
established.	It	was	established	without	any	governmental	
financing.	On	behalf	of	the	Mayor	of	the	City	of	Moscow	
Yury	Luzkov	I	would	like	to	thank	your	collective».

Chairman of Moscow City Government Committee on Culture 
Mr. Bugaev.

Chairman	of	Moscow	City	Government	Committee	
on	Culture	Mr.	Bugaev,	Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova	
and	the	Minister	of	Culture	of	the	Russian	
Federation	Madame	Dementieva	inaugurating	the	
main	exposition	of	the	Museum.	9	October	1997



Halls	of	the	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich

Russian	Hall Hall	of	the	Living	Ethics

St.	Petersburg	HallIntroductory	Hall



Halls	of	the	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich

Hall	of	George	RoerichHall	of	Kullu

Central	Asian	Expedition	HallMasters’	Hall



Exhibition	Hall	№3 Hall	of	temporary	exhibitions	

Hall	of	Svetoslav	Roerich

Halls	of	the	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich

Banner	of	Peace	Hall



Museum	activity

Scientific activity

Publishing activity International activity

Museum and exhibitional activity



Cultural	and	educational	events

• General and custom tours

• Interactive educational sessions for children

• Philosophical conversations “Conversations by the 
Fireplace”

• Painting studio «Treasure of the World» and 
workshops

• Club for studying artistic legacy of Nicholas 
Roerich in a foreign language



Travelling	exhibitions	of	paintings	by	the	Roerichs

More than 500 exhibitions of paintings by Nicholas Roerich have been held in Russia  
and abroad since 1992. More than four million people have visited them.

Vladivostok

AltaiAngarsk



Cosmonaut	Mr.	Leonov	at	the	exhibition	of	paintings	by	cosmist-painters	
from	the	Funds	of	the	International	Centre	of	the	Roerichs,	Kaliningrad

Exhibition	of	L.	Talimonova	“The	Stars	Pointing	the	Way”

Exhibitions	of	artworks	by	cosmist-painters

More than 100 exhibitions of artworks by 
cosmist-painters of the previous century  
(M. Churlionis, V. Thcernovolenko,  
B. Smirnov-Rusetsky) and of modern ones 
(O. Vysotsky, A. Maranov, I. Anisiforov etc.) 
took place at the Museum.



Exhibitions	of	child’s	drawings	

First	Deputy	Mayor	of	the	City	of	Moscow	Madame	Shvetsova	at	the	
exhibition	«United	by	Spase»	at	Moscow	City	government

Since 2006 the Museum has been 
organizing annual pan-Russian and 
international exhibitions of child’s 
drawings.



Concerts	and	festivals

• Music festivals

• Classical and folkloric music concerts of recognized 
masters and young talents



Scientific	activity

Reading halls of Manuscript 
Department and Scientific library are 
available at ICR, where scientists from 
different countries are studying the 
unique archive and memorial library of 
the Roerichs.

ICR United Scientific Centre for 
Studies on Cosmic Thinking carries out 
research on  scientific comprehension 
of the Teaching of the Living Ethics, 
philosophy of Cosmic reality, which 
is the base for all creative work of the 
Roerichs.

Since 1992 the International Centre 
of the Roerichs has been organizing 
annual international conferences 
of high scientific level, which are 
generally talked about. Significant 
problems concerning the Roerichs 
heritage are usually discussed during 
these conferences.



Publishing	activity

• More than 250 scientific and artistic issues of 
the Roerichs’ writings have been published 
with a total circulation figure of over 500 000 
copies.

• Quarterly magazine «Kultura i Vremya» 
(rus. « Культура и Время» ) was awarded a 
honorable distinction «Zolotoy Fond Pressy».

Books	published	by	ICR	at	the	exhibition	Intermuseum-2012«Kultura	i	Vremya»	magazine

Books	published	by	ICR	



Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova	at	the	audience	with	Indian	Prime	Minister	Manmohan	Singh.	2004

Development	of	cultural	ties	between	Russia	and	India

«The	Roerichs	were	a	bridge	between	
Indian	and	Russian	peoples	and	those	
who	live	now	should	preserve	the	
Roerichs’	heritage	for	themselves	and	
for	future	generations.»

Prime Minister of India  
Manmohan Singh

On the occasion of 100th anniversary of Svetoslav Roerich, 
Indian Government invited ICR delegation comprising President 
Yury Vorontsov and Director General of the Museum named 
after Nicholas Roerich Lyudmila Shaposhnikova to the 
commemorations.

As a sign of great respect for the Roerichs in India and 
international recognition of ICR activity Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh received the ICR delegation in his residence.



Cooperation	with	the	International	Roerich	Memorial	Trust		
(Naggar,	India)

«There	is	no	doubt	that	we	would	like	to	establish	
museum	complex	similar	to	one	we	saw	in	Moscow.	In	
fact,	Museum,	which	we	saw	here,	is	body,	heart	and	
spirit	of	the	Roerichs’	heritage»

Secretary General of the International  
Roerich Memorial  Trust Madame Manisha Nanda. 

«Rossiyskaya Gazeta,» October 2012

«We	were	impressed	by	what	we	saw	here.	It	is	amazing.	If	
we	manage	to	create	at	least	a	part	of	what	we	saw	here	in	
Kullu,	it	would	be	an	important	achievement	for	us».

	Chief Secretary of Himachal-Paradesh state  
Government Mr. Sudripta Roy.  

«Rossiyskaya Gazeta,» October 2012

Signing	of	a	treaty	on	cooperation	between	the	International	Centre	of	the	Roerichs	(Moscow,	Russia)	and	the	International	Roerich	Memorial	Trust	(Naggar,	Himachal-
Paradesh	state,	India).	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich,		2	October	2012



15	April	2014	the	exhibition	was	inaugurated	at	the	
Peace	Palace	in	Hague	

ICR	international	exhibition	project		
«The	Roerich	Pact.	History	and	Modernity»	in	2012-2016

During four years of exhibition project “The Roerich Pact. History and 
Modernity,” which was organized with the assistance of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Federal Agency for CIS Affairs, Compatriots Living Abroad and 
International Humanitarian Cooperation and UNESCO, 50 exhibitions were held in 
16 countries: France, Argentina, Uruguay, Chili, Switzerland, Germany, Bulgaria, 
Finland, Austria, the Netherlands, Belarus, the USA, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
India, Uzbekistan.

In Russia the exhibition project took place in 121 cities of Central Russia, Ural, 
Siberia, Far East, Crimea and other regions of the country.

Director	General	of	the	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich	Lyudmila	
Shaposhnikova	and		Minister	of	Culture	of	the	Russian	Federation	Alexander	Avdeev	

at	the	inauguration	of	the	exhibition	at	UNESCO	headquarters	in	Paris.	
France,	2	April	2012



ICR	International	exhibition	project		
«The	Roerich	Pact.	History	and	Modernity»		

Speech	of	the	UN	Deputy	Secretary	General	Mr.	Tokaev	at	UN	
Department	at	Palace	of	Nations.	Geneva,	Switzerland.		

2-19	June	2013Argentina.	Senate	building.	6-30	May	2013

USA.	Russian	Cultural	center	in	Washington.	5–24	March	2016



ICR	International	exhibition	project		
«The	Roerich	Pact.	History	and	Modernity»		

Permanent	Representative	of	Russia	to	the	UN	and	Representative	of	Russia	to	the	UN	
Security	Council	Vitaly	Churkin	inaugurating	ICR	exhibition	at	UN	General	Assembly	

in	New	York.	2015

Extract from 
the message of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon for exhibition marking the 80th 
anniversary of The Roerich Pact.  New York. 15 April 2015:  

«Signed	in	1935,	the	Roerich	Pact	paved	the	way	for	landmark	international	legal	
instruments	devoted	to	the	protection	of	cultural	property,	both	in	peacetime	and	
during	war.

This	exhibition	pays	tribute	to	the	ground-breaking	Roerich	Pact	and	bears	witness	to	
our	determination	to	take	its	spirit	forward.	I	wish	to	thank	the	International	Centre	of	
the	Roerichs	for	organizing	this	inspiring	display.	I	appeal	to	Governments	and	people	
everywhere	to	come	together	to	safeguard	our	common	heritage	and	humanity».



Visit	of	UNESCO	Director	General		
Irina	Bokova	to	the	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich

Irina	Bokova	during	her	visit	to	the	Museum	named	
after	Nicholas	Roerich.	10	May	2015

Handing	of	the	Banner	of	Peace	to	Director	General	of	UNESCO	
Irina	Bokova.	10	May	2015	

Meeting	of	Irina	Bokova	with	Director	General	of	the	Museum	named	after	
Nicholas	Roerich	Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova.	10	May	2015

Extract from the guestbook

«I	visited	the	Roerich	Museum	with	great	
excitement.	The	Roerich	Pact	signed	in	1935	was	the	
base	for	the	Convention	for	the	Protection	of	Cultural	
Property	in	the	Event	of	Armed	Conflict.	Roerich’s	
wisdom	and	humanism	are	still	inspiring	us».

Irina Bokova. 10 May 2015



Cooperation	with	UNESCO

«Allow	me	to	say	how	pleased	I	was	to	visit	the	International	
Centre	of	the	Roerichs	in	Moscow	during	my	recent	stay	in	the	
Russian	Federation.	I	was	particularly	pleased	to	meet	you	and	your	
colleagues,	including	two	Vice	Presidents	of	the	Centre	-	Ms.	Ludmila	
Shaposhnikova	and	Mr.	Alexander	Stetsenko.	<...>

In	concluding,	allow	me	to	underscore	how	touched	I	was	to	receive	
the	symbolic	flag	of	the	Roerich	Pact,	known	as	the	“Peace	Flag”,	as	a	
token	of	your	appreciation	of	UNESCO’s	global	role	in	safeguarding	
the	world’s	cultural	heritage	in	all	its	dimensions».

«Noting	that	your	initiative	is	all	the	more	remarkable	by	its	direct	
contribution	to	UNESCO’s	mandate	to	build	peace	in	the	minds	of	
men	and	women,	I	am	pleased	to	welcome	worldwide	projects,	such	
as	yours,	which	reinforce	the	promotion	of	a	culture	of	peace	and	its	
attainment	through	education	and	culture.

The	purpose	and	international	scope	of	the	described	initiative	which	
highlights	the	crucial	roles	of	education	and	culture	in	a	sustainable	
peace	through	Nicholas	Roerich’s	legacy,	as	well	as	your	original	
approach,	which	combines	a	fundamental	historical	perspective,	
cultural	expression	and	artistic	creation,	make	for	the	fact	that	these	
events	are	closely	aligned	with	the	Organization’s	priorities».	

Director	General	of	UNESCO	Irina	Bokova	and	Permanent	Representative	of	Russia	to	
UNESCO	E.	Mitrofanova	visiting	the	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich.	10	May	2015



Evaluation	of	activities	of	the	International	Centre	of	the	Roerichs	and	its	Museum

«I	express	my	gratitude	to	the	International	
Centre	of	the	Roerichs	for	the	organized	
exhibition	“The	Roerich	Pact.	History	and	
Modernity,”	which	with	no	doubt	deserves	
attention	of	international	community,	
and	for	the	activity	of	this	international	
non-governmental	organization	aimed	at	
promotion	of	ideas	of	Nicholas	Roerich	an	
outstanding	Russian	educator	in	the	world.	I	
am	sure	that	this	exhibition	will	play	its	role	
in	preservation	of	«Peace	through	Culture»,	
beauty	and	creation».

The UN Deputy Secretary General, Director 
General of UN Department in Geneva  

Mr. Tokaev
«Thanks	for	your	help	to	Russian	Culture».	

Mikhail Rostropovich

«It	is	not	easy	to	assess	the	contribution	
of	international	non-governmental	
organization	International	Centre	of	the	
Roerichs	to	preservation	and	promotion	
of	the	Roerichs’	heritage.	Gathering	and	
scientific	processing	of	information,	setting	
up	a	databank	on	life	and	creative	work	of	
the	Roerichs,	publication	of	archives	and	
literary	materials,	works	on	the	Roerichs	
and	their	artworks	as	well	as	works	on	
problems	of	world	art	and	culture	deserve	to	
be	commended».

Minister of Foreign Affairs  
Sergey Lavrov

«In	Russia	International	Centre	of	the	
Roerichs	has	carried	out	a	broad	cultural	
and	educational	research	on	the	Roerichs	
heritage	and	its	promotion.	Development	of	
cultural	links	between	Russia	and	India	is	
an	important	part	of	this	activity».

Chairman of the RF State Duma 
Boris Gryzlov

«The	Centre	carries	out	broad	research	on	
the	rich	heritage	of	the	Roerichs.	Permanent	
exposition	and	travelling	exhibitions	
familiarize	visitors	with	art,	scientific	and	
public	activity	of	the	well-known	family.	
Your	humanitarian	and	educational	events	
as	well	as	competitions	for	art	students	are	
very	popular.	Projects	aimed	at	protection	
of	cultural	heritage	organized	by	the	
Centre	together	with	UN	have	gained	public	
recognition».

President of the Russian Federation  
Dmitri Medvedev

«Largely	due	to	your	selfless	
work	it	was	possible	to	preserve	
significant	cultural	heritage	of	
the	Roerichs,	which	with	no	doubt	
will	be	in	demand	with	modern	and	
future	generations	in	Russia	and	
throughout	the	world».

Academician of Russian Academy 
of Sciences Evgeniy Primakov

«An	amazing	Centre,	renovated	by	safe	
hands	of	devotees	and	followers	of	the	
Roerichs.	Everyone	needs	it	not	only	as	a	
museum.	It	is	an	important	spiritual	Centre,	
spreading	messages	of	kindness,	justice	and	
intellectual	quest	for	ideal.
Best	wishes».

Minister of Culture of the Russia Federation  
Alexandre Avdeev

«Our	contemporaries	have	an	opportunity	
to	get	to	know	the	artistic	legacy	of	the	
Roerichs	and	to	learn	their	interesting	
works	on	philosophy,	history	and	art	largely	
due	to	your	efforts,	inexhaustible	energy	
and	enthusiasm».

President of the Russian Federation 
Vladimir Putin



Director	of	the	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich	

Lyudmila Shaposhnikova (1926-2015) – Director General of the non-
governmental Museum named after Nicholas Roerich, first Vice President 
of the International Centre of the Roerichs, an outstanding scientist, 
writer, philosopher, honored art worker of Russia, Academician of 
Russian Academy of Natural Scientists (RANS) and Russian Academy 
of cosmonautics named after Tsiolkovsky, honorary Doctor of Sophia 
University (Bulgaria), Mongolian Academy of Sciences and Kyrgyz-Russian 
Slavonic University.

Executive	Order	of	the	President	of	the	
Russian	Federation	on	awarding	the	Order	
of	Service	to	the	Fatherland	of	4th	degree	to	
Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova.	2011.

Executive	Order	of	the	President	of	the	
Russian	Federation	on	awarding	the	Order	
of	Friendship	to	Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova	for	
her	significant	contribution	to	development	of	
museology	and	preservation	of	Russian	cultural	
heritage.	2006.



Ministers	of	Culture	of	the	Russian	Federation	presenting	State	awards	to		
the	Director	General	of	the	Museum	

Minister	of	Culture	of	the	Russian	Federation	A.	
Sokolov	presenting	the	Order	of	Friendship	to	Lyudmila	
Shaposhnikova	2006.

«Thank	you	for	debunking	of	different	lies	about	life	and	
creative	work	of	this	unique	family	and	for	collecting	its	
Heritage	and	fighting	for	it,	explaining	the	Roerichs’	
philosophical	system.	Thank	you	for	having	courage	to	fight	for	
Culture».

Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation  
Alexandre Avdeev

«Dear	Madame	Shaposhnikova!	
I	warmly	congratulate	you	on	your	anniversary!
All	your	activity	is	closely	related	to	national	culture.	You	
have	devoted	your	powers,	creative	energy	and	talent	to	its	
development.	
I	am	sure	that	your	skills	and	great	professionalism	will	be	in	
demand	with	society	for	years.
Dear	Madame	Shaposhnikova,	I	wish	you	good	health,	
prosperity,	inexhaustible	energy,	creative	powers	and	success	in	
implementation	of	your	plans».

Minister of Culture and Media of the Russian Federation
A. Sokolov

Minister	of	Culture	of	the	Russian	Federation	A.	Avdeev	presenting		the	Order	of	
Service	to	the	Fatherland		of	4th	degree	to	Lyudmila	Shaposhnikova.	2011



Yuri Khatuevich Temirkanov – outstanding Russian conductor. 
Yuri Temirkanov is the Artistic Director of the St. Petersburg 
Philharmonic named after Dmitry Shostakovich,

Principal Conductor of honorary Academic Symphony 
Orchestra. Since 2009 he has been Music Director of Teatro 
Regio di Parma  (Italy).  Yuri Temirkanov is also People’s 
Artist of the USSR, laureate of State prizes, Full Cavalier of the 
Order of Service to the Fatherland.

President	of	the	International	Centre	of	the	Roerichs

«It	is	the	non-governmental	status	of	the	Museum	that	
resulted	in	brilliant	results,	achieved	by	the	Museum	
named	after	Nicholas	Roerich	during	more	than	25	
years	of	its	cultural,	educational	and	scientific	activity.	
<…>	The	Museum	has	become	the	largest	community	
center	of	Russian	spiritual	life,	while	the	Roerichs’	
heritage	has	become	an	integral	part	of	scientific	and	
social	life	of	our	country».

President of the International Centre of the Roerichs 
Yuri Temirkanov



Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Anatoly Karpov — President of the International Association of Peace Foundations, Chess Grandmaster and 
repeated world champion, President of the International Chernobyl Help Organization, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the New Names International charitable programme, a UNISEF ambassador.

Trustees

Zurab Tseretely — Professor, Academician of the Georgian Academy of Sciences, President of the 
Russian Academy of Arts, National Artist of Georgia, National Artist of the USSR, National Artist of 
Russia, President of the Moscow International Foundation for Support to UNESCO, UNESCO Goodwill 
Ambassador, Holder of the Order of Friendship of Peoples, Holder of the Order of Merit of the 3rd degree, 
Holder of the Order of the Saint Reverend Sergius of Radonezh of the 1st degree, Academician of the 
International Academy of Creativity, Professor of Brocport University (New York, USA).

Alexandra Ochirova – public and political figure, PhD, poet, Member of the Union of Russian writers, 
Goodwill Ambassador of UNESCO, member of Commission of the Russian Federation for UNESCO, 
member of Russian Academy of Arts, co-President of Pan-Russian Movement for Preservation of Nation, 
cavalier of State prizes and orders, social awards winner. 

Sergey Filatov — President of the Socio-Economical and Intellectual Programmes Foundation, Member of 
the International Academy of Creativity, Member of the International Academy for Spiritual Unity of the 
World Peoples, Member of the Union of Moscow writers and the Union of Russian journalists, Russia State 
Prize laureate.

  

The	Board	of	Trustees	of	the	non-governmental	Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich	of	ICR

The Board of Trustees is intended to be a guarantor of stability and development of the Museum named after Nicholas Roerich



The	Board	of	Trustees	of	the	non-governmental		
Museum	named	after	Nicholas	Roerich	of	ICR

Mikhail Gorbachev — the Nobel Peace Prize Winner, former president of the USSR, President of «Gorbachev 
Fund» – the International Public Fund for social, economic and political research, President and Founder of 
Green Cross International – an International independent environmental organization, holder of an Order of 
Honor.

Oleg  Kuznetsov — Doctor of Technical Sciences, Professor, President of the Russian Academy of Natural 
Sciences, President of Dubna International University, the USSR State Prize laureate.

Mikhail Nikolaev — President of the International Public Movement «Eastern Dimension», State Counselor 
of the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), holder of the Order of Service to the Fatherland of 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
degree and Order of Friendship of Peoples.

Boris  Messerer — National Artist of Russia, Russia State Prize laureate, member of the Russian Academy of 
Arts, President of the Association of Artists of Theater and Cinema, Member of the Union of Artists, Member 
of the Union of Cinema Workers, Member of the Union of Designers, Member of the Union of Theater 
Workers of Russia, laureate of two State Prizes, holder of the Order of Service to the Fatherland of the 4th 
degree and Order of Friendship of Peoples. 

Yury Ryzhov — Academician of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Chairman of the Scientific Council of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences «The History of the World Culture», President of the International University 
of Engineering, Professor of Moscow Aviation Institute, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, 
holder of the Order of Service to the Fatherland of 3rd degree and of the Order of the Badge of Honour.

Vladimir Chukov — Chairman of the Expeditionary Center «Arctica», Member of the Russian Geographic 
Society, Member of the Russian Association of polar explorers, Member of the USA National Geographic 
Society, Head of the Russian Branch of «Explorers Club» (USA).



Former	Trustees

Eugeni Primakov — Academician, Member of the Presidium of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation 
(1998-1999), Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation (1996-1998), Russia and the USSR State 
Prizes laureate, Holder of Order of the Red Banner of Labour, Order of Friendship of Peoples, Order of the 
Badge of Honour, Order of Service to the Fatherland of 2nd and 3rd degree.

Oleg Kutafin (1937-2008) – Doctor of Law, Academician of Russian Academy of Sciences, honorary 
member of Russian Academy of Education, member of Council of Public Chamber of the Russian 
Federation and member of Council of Public Chamber of the Russian Federation, full cavalier of the Order 
of Service to the Fatherland.

Nicholas Petrov (1943-2011) – pianist, professor of Moscow Conservatory, People’s Artist of the USSR, 
President of the Russian Art Academy, holder of Russia State Prize, holder of the Order of Service to the 
Fatherland of 4th degree.

Mstislav Rostropovich (1927–2007) – Russian cellist, pianist and conductor, public figure, educator, 
president of Rostropovich-Vishnevskaya Charity Fund, People’s Artist of the USSR, laureate of the Lenin 
Prize and holder of two Russian State Prizes, laureate of five Grammy Awards, holder of the Order of 
Service to the Fatherland of the 1st and 2nd degree.

At different times the Board of Trustees of the non-governmental Museum named after Nicholas Roerich of the International 
Centre of the Roerichs comprised:



Extracts	from	the	guestbook	of	the	Museum

Due to people like you, dedicated to their work and high ideals, it is possible to 
preserve priceless cultural and spiritual heritage for the good of the world and 
future generations.
We appreciate your contribution to maintenance of humanitarian cooperation 
between Russia and international organizations, including UNESCO and ICOM. 
Exhibitions, festivals and concerts, which are held by the Museum and Centre in 
Russia and abroad, contribute to strengthening peace and understanding among 
peoples.

Permanent Representative of Russia to UNESCO, Chairperson of the UNESCO 
Executive Board E. Mitrofanova

International Centre of the Roerichs is a wonderful oasis of spirituality, where one 
can feel links between centuries, ancient times of the East and Christian culture.

MOSU lecturers

Visiting the Museum, one is captured by beauty and does not want to be freed. One 
will not cease to repeat: “So beautiful! It is so beautiful!”

P. Markovich. Evpatoria

Having visited the Roerich Museum, I realized Nicholas Roerich’s words once 
again: “You will get light through Culture!” Thank you for the light you bring.

E.G. Yalbakova

We, professors from the USA, are very grateful for all effort that you put in your 
wonderful museum.

Nebraska

My opinion is the following: Your Museum is the greatest treasure of our country. 
I wish that you had a full life and further development. The Museum is extremely 
important for spiritual development of our nation. Thank you!

Yuri Plankin

Thank you a lot for preserving all “the reasonable, the good, the eternal,” which 
helps our nation to survive during these times of decadence of spiritual culture. 
Your museum is an oasis in the desert of vulgarity and lack of culture, it is another 
world, a different galaxy. It is true that Russia is “the unspilled Chalice”. After a 
visit to your Museum one wants to believe that Russia has better future. Thank you 
for preserving the memory of a Great person and his name!
The Sorokins family. Bogoslovsky district, Tver region
Thanks a lot to the founders of the Museum! Best wishes!

Klavdia. Ekaterinburg

An amazing rich Museum dedicated to creative work of the unique Roerichs family. 
Thank you, it is rare for a museum to be that impressive! I wish you many passionate 
visitors and true deserved prosperity. 
What wonderful people work here!

Olga, Moscow Region, Kotelniky city

I do not want to leave the Museum. I would like to thank all the staff for such reveren-
tial attitude to their work. The halls are full of great and pure Energy of Light.
It is an inexpressible feeling of Contact with the Great Cosmic Evolution.

Zinaida Makarova. Ulan-Ude

A thousand thanks to all originators of establishment of the Museum and to those who 
multiplied its funds. Thank you for knowledge and beauty promoted by your unique 
Museum. You are an example of devotion to art and culture for many people. May the 
energy of your kindness, which you give to people, last forever.

Vitebsk

I hope that one day I will visit the Museum with my children, grandchildren and 
friends. We are extremely happy that the Lopoukhins’ estate was renovated and now 
houses a unique and very interesting spiritual Museum.

Natalia Dolinskaya, Petersburg

I often visit Moscow but it is the first time I have visited the Museum. Walking through 
the halls, I felt my mood improving and I was impressed by the content of the exhibi-
tion and its décor. I did not know much about the Roerichs’ creative work. That is why 
I wanted to know more about it. I am leaving with wonderful feeling of Beauty.

Saint-Petersburg. Engineer-educator, retired  Dana G. Grigorjeva

The Museum is a perfect cut for such brilliant as Nicholas Roerich’s art. Thank you 
for the spirituality that you give us. Having visited the Museum one feels light inside, 
warmth and air!
I liked the Hall of the Living Ethics most of all, its cosmic atmosphere together with 
paintings by Roerich, which seem to be shining, impressed me a lot and I will remem-
ber them.

Alina Poluykova, Moscow

Here, in the Museum, in this wonderful world of Light and Love, one can feel the true 
spirit of Nicholas Roerich and his family. The Aura here is so delicate, enjoyable and 
pure that one wishes that the Museum remained so that it would be possible to visit it 
in future. Thank you! Best wishes!



International non-governmental organization «International Centre of the Roerichs»

3\5 Maly Znamensky per., Moscow, Russia, 119019 Kropotkinskaya metro station

The Museum is open daily from 11.00 am to 7.00 pm except Monday

Telephone/fax: 
+7 (499) 271-34-23

In order to book a guided-tour and for further information, please, call: 
+7 (499) 271-34-17

www.icr.su, e-mail: roerich@icr.su


